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TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST

Relevant Facts

roadless area
Land use Zoning

Preferred Alternative

• The Tongass National Forest is about 16,800,000 acres
• The Tongass has about 5,755,000 acres of designated
   wilderness
• The Tongass has about 9,670,000 acres of inventoried
   roadless area
• There are 115 inventoried roadless areas analyzed in
   the Draft SEIS

The key issues can be summarized in two broad
statements that relate to two very different
concerns incorporating many sub-issues:

There is concern over whether roadless areas
should be recommended for long-term protection
through wilderness designation and, if so, which
ones and how many should be recommended.
The concern for additional wilderness protection
primarily centers around the symbolic and spiritual
value of wilderness and the values associated
with ecological protection.

The designation of additional areas as wilderness
would have social and economic effects, including
those related to the recreation and tourism
industry, the timber industry, the mining industry,
and transportation and utility projects.  This is of
special concern relative to the well-being of the
32 communities in Southeast Alaska.

• The 16.8 million-acre Tongass National Forest includes
  9.4 million acres of old-growth forest, of which about 5
  million acres are considered to be of commercial size
  (or are considered productive old growth)
• Approximately 0.4 million acres of commercial-sized
  old-growth forest on the Tongass National Forest have
  been harvested since 1954
• Under the current Forest Plan, a total of 0.5 million acres,
  or approximately 10 percent, of the remaining
  commercial-sized old-growth could be harvested over
  the next 120 years
• Under the current Forest Plan, 83 percent of the
  commercial-sized old-growth identified in 1954 would
  remain after the next 120 years
• More than 3 million acres of commercial-sized old-
  growth forest are located below an elevation of 800 feet
  above mean sea level
• 1.7 million acres of commercial-sized old-growth is
   currently located in designated wilderness
• 2.2 million acres of commercial-sized old-growth is
  considered high volume old-growth
• About 16% of the high-volume old growth on the Tongass
  has been harvested

• The Tongass National Forest has 19 designated
   wildernesses that make up 5.8 million acres (34 percent
  of the Forest) and two areas designated as
  Nonwilderness National Monument (1 percent)
• Approximately 7.2 million additional acres of the Tongass
   National Forest (43 percent) are zoned non-development
• Approximately 3.6 million acres of the Tongass National
  Forest (22 percent) are zoned to allow development
• Actual timber harvest can occur on about 0.7 million
   acres (4 percent) of the Tongass National Forest
• Actual timber harvest can occur on about 0.3 million
   acres (2 percent) of the 9.7 million acres of inventoried
   roadless lands

• The Tongass has about 9.7 million acres of inventoried
   roadless areas outside of designated wilderness
• Approximately 7.1 million of these roadless acres are
   zoned non-development by the Forest Plan
• Approximately 2.6 million of these roadless acres are
   zoned to allow development by the Forest Plan
• Over the next 50 years (under the current Forest Plan)
   an estimated maximum of 0.8 million acres of currently
   roadless lands would become developed (including
   buffers around roads and harvested areas)

Seventeen different approaches to developing alternatives
were considered in the beginning of the SEIS process.
The SEIS presents detailed analysis of eight different
alternatives, which capture the full range of reasonable
alternatives.  For example, Alternative 1 would result in
no change from the current Forest Plan and Alternative
8 would recommend all 9.7 million acres of inventoried
roadless areas for wilderness designation.

The Preferred Alternative for the Draft SEIS is Alternative
1, the No-Action.  This Alternative represents the 1997
Forest Plan Revision, including non-significant
amendments made since 1997.

Why - The main reason for identifying Alternative 1
as the Preferred Alternative is that the 1997 Forest Plan
Revision was the result of a substantial collaborative
effort.  The goals of this effort were to protect the many
wild and beautiful areas and abundant fish and wildlife
on the Tongass, while making some of the Tongass
available for more intensive management to support
Southeast Alaska economies.
This collaborative effort included other Federal and State
agencies, Tribal governments and organizations,
communities and related organizations, environmental
and industry organizations, and many individuals.  These
entities worked with the Forest Service Planning Team to
assure that the Plan Revision represented a balance of
land protections and uses that is sustainable and
scientifically credible.

However - We recognize that many of the 115
inventoried roadless areas have excellent resource and
wilderness values important to Southeast Alaska and the
nation.  In addition, we recognize that a number of changes
are occurring, including roadless policies, planning
regulations, and economic conditions. The Preferred
Alternative does not necessarily represent the Selected
Alternative that will be included in the Record of Decision.
It is expected that the Selected Alternative will be the
result of collaborative efforts similar to that which led to
the 1997 Forest Plan Revision.

We would like public input on the alternatives, but just as
importantly, we would like public input on individual
roadless areas. Information on individual roadless areas
will help in the final analysis to determine how each area
rates in terms of wilderness value versus the values of
other uses that each area could provide.
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